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UM TO HOST CONFERENCE ON AMERICAN INDIAN LAW, POLICY
MISSOULA Gambling, the environment and state-tribal relations will be among the issues discussed at
The University of Montana when UM hosts an American Indian Law and Policy Conference
Thursday and Friday, April 28-29.
"Emerging Issues: Critical Implications for Tribal Governments" will be held at the
University Center in conjunction with UM ’s 26th annual Kyi-Yo Conference and Powwow. The
law and policy conference is expected to attract tribal representatives, state officials and lawyers
from seven Western states; students and interested members of the public are encouraged to attend.
Scheduled speakers include Rennard Strickland, director of the American Indian Law and
Policy Center, University of Oklahoma College of Law; University of Arizona law Professor Robert
Williams; Hamline University law Professor Yvonne Bushyhead; Joseph Meyers, executive director
of the National Indian Justice Center; "Return of the Native" author Stephen Cornell, a sociology
professor at the University of California, San Diego; and Tim Wapato, executive director of the
National Indian Gaming Commission.
Bonnie Craig, UM director of Native American Studies, said the conference is designed to
generate serious debate on contemporary issues that affect tribal governments and state-tribal
relations. And, she said, it will "bring state and tribal representatives to a neutral forum to address
communication issues."
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The gathering will cover issues -- such as gambling, the environment and restructuring tribal
government -- that tribes are struggling with nationwide, Craig said, but it will have a regional
focus that encompasses the Western states of Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, Oregon, Washington,
North Dakota and South Dakota.
The conference will be the first in a series of biennial Indian Law and Policy Conferences at
UM, Craig said.
Conference sessions will be open to the public at no charge; registered participants will pay
a fee to cover a luncheon, reception and conference packet. The fee for state, tribal or professional
employees is $25 by April 1 or $35 after that date; attorneys will pay $40 before April 1, $50 after
that date. Continuing legal education credits are available.
To register, send a check, money order or company draft to AILP/School of Law, attention:
Brenda Desmond, The University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812. For more information call the
Native American Studies Program, 243-5831.
The conference is sponsored by UM ’s Native American Studies Program, School of Law
and Environmental Studies Program, and by Salish Kootenai College and the Indian Law Section of
the State Bar of Montana.
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